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CITY BUST
PARK IN DARK

ON JANUARY 29, BOTH THE PARK AND THE BOARDWALK
BUILT BY VENICE PEOPLE WERE REMOVED BY THE DEPART-
MENT OF PUBLIC WORKS, CROWDS OF UPTO A H UNDRED
PEOPLE WERE ON THE SITE OFF AND ON SINCE EARLY IN
THE MORNING, BUT AT ABOUT 8 PM, POLICE ORDERED THE
THE CROWD TO DISPERSE AND ARRESTED SIX PEOPLE RE-
MAINING ON THE BORDWALK. THE SIX, LARRY BENSKY,
CAROL FONDILLER, PAT LEUCHNER PATRICK O’REILLY, ABE
OSHEROFF AND JOE RAVITZ WENT PEACEFULLY, THOUGH
OSHEROFF CHAINED HIMSELF TO THE BOARDWALK. A LL
WERE RELEASED ON THEIR OWN RECOGNIZANCE! AT A
PRESS CONFERENCE HELD THE FOLLOWING DAY, MEMBERS
OF THE COMMUNITY REITERATED THEIR INTENTION OF
RECREATING THE PARK ON THE SAME LOT, FOR INFORMA-
TION, CALL 821-5421.
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FREE VENICE

763 SUNSET AVENUE, VENICE, CALIFORNIA 90291

392-8586, 390-7292, TANK-YUK

TOT LOT

by Carcl Fondiller

Though the L.A. City Council and the Planning
Department seem to frown on any efforts of
people to do-it-themselves, the weather and
the Genzral Telephone Company seem to
think that a children’s playground in the Venice
Canals is a lovely idea,

Previously, the canal folks had started a chil-
dren’s playground in-another lot, owned by
the City (remember, when it's owned by
the City we are the City). The powers that be in

~ the City made noises sbout unsafe, unsuper-

vised, lability, ete, , and tore it down. The
City Council had promised another lot for the
kids, and then stalled and seemed to be on the
verge of reneging on their promises.

Well, no one likes to see any public officials
break their promises, so Jehn Heller, Abe
Osheroff, General Telephone, and the Carpen-

ter's Collective helped the City officials save face.

On Saturday, Jenuary 13, the Canalites had
their own hip, madernized version of an old-
fashioned community barn raising on another
City-owned lot-on the corner of Dell Avenue and
Howland Canal.

The boardwalk built by Abe Osheroff was still
there, despite the fears of the City Engineering
Department that it wauld break. (Actually,
few solid sidewalks in the Canals))
Tkl %, prted & loes! Board-
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The playground was as much fun to build as
it will be to play on. ,

One of the lusty carpenters said he had a lot
of fun drilling holes into the erect poles, | did
not question him why~-that’s his problem, not
mine. The exotic dancers exoticly danced amidst:
the lusty carpenters. The lusty carpenters showed
as much grace as the dancers as they avoided
hitting the dancers over the head while placing
the poles into the good earth.

The giant jungle jim created by the phone poles
and thick metal pipes was completed, Not only
is it a great place to crawl and climb (this
rather z2aftig reporter sampled a few rungs
and they held steady), but it really leoks
like a piece of sculpture that comes alive,
with the children werming and sduirming
their way up and around the poles and pipes-
which happenened as soon as the carpenters
laid down their hammers.

Then, continuing the good old fashioned .-
American Frontier Communal Barn Raising
tradition, musie, beer and ice cream (yes, .
together]) were given to the thirsty partici-

pants and spectators

Yes, folks, the frontier, let's- do-it-ourselves
philasophy still lives in the goed ol U.S.
And it's being kept alive In Ve‘iicq‘ Now if anly
thg behemoth of LA, bureaucracy doesn't

_\?. o \ | nalicl snuff it outl. s . - e
Sl , | e walleSupgrintendents Who had a view 0"$ : . Powar 1t pl: ds) - T
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Ty By Joanne Curtis this horror would be erected in the e

" Attending a Santa Monica City

Council meeting is ag_inn:ndmlﬁ

experience and it is even more
incredible when & public hearing is
called such as the one that occurred
January 23, 1973, at the Santa
Monica Civic Auditorium, The
main topic was the proposed 34
acre concrete istand in Santa Monica
Bay and the removal of the his
torical Santa Monica Pier.

The fat cats came with slide pro-
jector and presented a slide show
with a court jester sprouting pro-
paganda about the “beauty and
aesthetic value of the island, the
new recreation areas and the sky-
line of the hotel being natural and
pleasant.”” There was an under-
lying tension among the crowd of
gver 2,500 people and of course
outright bhaeing and at ridiculoys
points hysterical laughter during
the majarity of the slide show. The
most pathetic display was the obvious
manipulation of the “hard hats” by
the profiteers. The big money boys
bussed in “hard hats” and encouraged
them to clap for a “"new construc-
tion project’ and wave ""Save Our
Job” signs....a classic example of
exploitation. Most people had 2
very difficult time remaining
gourteous and one woman with
grey hair attired in a neat suit
expressed it all by yelling from the
audience “It is too late to be
polite.”

An Environmental Impact Study
was presented endorsing the build-
ing of the synthetic concrete 34
acre structure which would con-
tain the absurdity of an ice skating
rink among the other atrocities and

middle of the etheral beauty of the
Pacific Ocean. (How rude!) The
audience was never able to find
out how much money was spent
far the endorsement but it must
have heen "1'll make you an offer
you can't resist” deal.

After the developers were allowed
over an hour (it was like a real estate
convention for the mayor ana nis
hoys), tasicsm developed when one
speaker from the Save Santa Monica
Bay group was told that her time
was up after 5 minutes. She was
unable to finish, However the many
other speakers made some excellent
points against the building of the
istand.

There were approximately 50
speakers against the island plus the
majority of the audience suppaort-
ing the speakers. The deveiopers
coutd only produce a pitiful four
peopie who had nerve enough 1o
speak for the island and these
people arose from the midst of the
“Save Qur Jobs" crew, After all
the speakers had been heard, the
Council after lengthy dickering
about law suits finally voted 4 - 2
not to build an island. There was
a sigh of relief but this was short
lived when at 1:15 in the merning
after the crowd was reduced to
about 100 people, “I'll do anything
for a buck” Rinck made a motion
to remove the Pier, It was seconded
by another Perry Scott puppet
Reidy and the motion was carried,
The Pier is due to be removed by
November 1, 1973. However |
think many people feel that it
would be much wiser and far more
safer to remove Perry Scott, city

manager-corrupter, and his pals
Reidy, Rinck and Gabrial by April,
1973, when the Santa Monica
elections take place for Council
members.

The only way to save Santa Monica
from a future island nightmare is to
give total support to the present
initiative that will be going to the Santa
Monica voters in April, 1973. Passing
this initiative will give the people of
Santa Monica a voice to vote on all
major projects seaward of the mean
high tide including the beach area.
Our elected City Council mfembers
have been deaf to our needs but
voting YES on the initiative will cir-
cumvent any more Perry Scott per-
sonal endeavors. In essence this will
give the people the right of veto.
The initiative includes a clause
exempting voter approval for build-

.....

pnoto by gail williamson

ing and maintaining the Pier but in e
order to save the Pier we will have =
to remove the City Council members
whao want the Pier demolished.

Friends of the Santa Monica Pier
sent 8,000 letters opposing the re- N
moval of the Pier to the City Council.
The results of the public hearing _
proved that this was not enough. "
Not only do we need more Friends ;
but we need the strength and power
of the pegple as a whale. Hemov-
ing the Santa Monica Pier is like
removing the guts of Santa Monica
and construgting concrete islands
is like eultivating terminal cancer.
Let us all work togehter to put
an end to thess outrages!

For additional information:
Santa Monica Initiative 828-4666
Friends of the Pier 399-2023
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by Carol Fondiller

The Carpenters Coligctive collectively mopped
their (it's?) sweaty brow. The pipes had been placed
all snug in the poles. The last child had played past
dark on the giant junyle jim that posed as a sculp-
turp. The last musician had reeled home, the ducks
had tucked their heads under their wings. !t was
quiet at the City-owned lot that Canal residents
had turned into a children’s playground, with
the only safe boardwalk on the Canals.

That was Saturday, January 13. Five days
later, on January 18, a public hearing called
months ago was held to decide the fate of the
anly park on one of the few City-owned  lots
in the Canal area.

Notwithstanding the efforts of the Department
of Public Works to keep the utility poles from
being defaced by leaflets put up by Canal resi-
dents announcing a public hearing, and despite
the cold and rain, the small schoolroom at Anch-
orage was filled with people eager to speak out
and support the Canal playground, which had
cost the City nothing and had helped General
Telephone to get rid of excess telephone poles.

When B0 residents are face to face with their
elected Civil Servants, things take on a magnifi-
cence of scope that can only be hinted at. All
this reviewer knows is that civic duty was re-
warded by one of the meatiest impravised thea-
trical events in all of Los Angeles, including the
Ahmanson and the line outside the Fox-Venice
Theatre. The scenario had enough twists to satis-
fy Plautus, enough social significance to satisfy
Shaw, more than enough gory thaughts to sati-
ate the most devoted spaghetti Western Clint
Eastwood buff, and more doewnright glapstick
and pathos than Chaplin could have imagined,

The evening’s entertainment was sponsored by
Councilwoman Pat Russell under the guise of
a public hearing to give people the illusion of
participatory Demacracy.

The resident renters, featuring John Haller and
Abe Osheroff, were the protagonists. “We built

this park so our children could play in the Canals.
Eight months ago, the City tore down another
park that we had built en another City-owned
lot and promised another park. Wa went along
with the City—hut no park had been forthcoming.
We built the boardwalk so that we could walk

© safely in our area. to tear the
a‘wdwﬂk downﬁg%“

: | auge it isstructurally unsound.

“Well, it might need improvements, but it’s better
than the hale the hoardwalk covers. We had a
community house that filled a need for a meet-
ing-place. The City came by and harrassed and fi-
nally elosed it down, though the residents strug-
gled to bring it up 10 code. We decided to go ahead
and build this boardwalk and playgtound. The
children have been playing on it every day except
when it’s raining—the boardwalk and playground
will not come down.” Some residents stated
they would go to jail rather than bow down to
discriminatory laws. Some residents hazarded
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guesses that the City was embarrassed by the
neat, sturdy boardwalk and the contrast it
presented to the sidewalks left to decay

by the City in the manner of slum lords who ne—
glect their property in order to condemn it and
move low and moderate income people out in or-
der to upgrade the are for future, more Aff luent
tenants.

The antagonists were PROPERTY OWNERS
(for when they spoke of what they were, they
would say, “l am a PROPERTY OWNER”, as
if that encapsulated & the wisdor of the world.
They were led by Mrs. DuFay, Mrs. Winters,
and Mrs. Hays, who were doing @ Greek Chorus,
WEIRD SISTERS Act, They were supported and
protected by Mr. DuFay, who seemed to have a
proclivity to invite people outside to “punch it
out”,

They seemed to be saying—

“We don't understand why you should have a
voice at all--you're just renters. You haven't
worked hard and bought property. You just
want things for your children—-you're a bunch
of radicals who porposely had children just so
you could build that awful playaround to stop
progress. Y ou're not unselfish like we are. We
want many, many Marinas. If we don't get what
we want, we'll fill in the Canals and build gun
turrets on other City-owned lots.”

The speeches and thoughts are accurate in the
above quotes-| just forget who made them.

Mrs. DuFay got up from her side of the room,
stalked across to the other side, and hit Gay
Liberation community activist Sandy Blixton
over the head with her spiral note pad. "He
called me a bitch!” She must have had super-
sensitive hearing or Mr. Blixton must have tele:
graphed some very strong thoughts, because it
was impassible for this reporter to hear what was
going on three seats away). Mr. Blixton denied
calling Mrs. BuFay a hitch. “I'm too liberated
to call a woman-—-any weman--a bitch!" he
stated as he touched the welts left by the
spirals,

The consensus of the group was to try to at least

stick to Synanon games-‘vernal but not physical
violence. Mr. DuFay wanted a policeman and
yelled “Fiil the Canals!” The renters told lim to
shut his trap, Curtis Rossiter, Mrs, Russell's
deputy, who was chairingthe called for

order. Councilwoman Russell hefd her head in her

her hands. A lot. The City Engineer fondled his
raincaat. Order was restored. Then Mr. Rassiter
called for recommendations. Rick Davidson
of Free Venice said that he had submitted an

alternate City Plan to the Council that had not
been read by that august body, that would cost
3 guarter of what the City would spend, and

it would be beneficial to the present residents,
A woman snoke-and identified herself as a mo-
ther who was quite happy with the community-
built playground and wanted others in and ar-

ound the Canals. Mrs, Hays said that when she
had had young children she used to take them
to the beach, and that the children could play
separately in their little yards. When she spoke,

one could almost hear Scrooge's question, *“What?

And there are no workhouses? No jails? No
poorhiouses? Na orphanages for these peaple?”

It was a good, bravura performance. What she
lacked in polish she made up for in zest. Mr.
Dufay again recommended that the City fill in
the Canals and said he would go te Mayor Yorty
to have the playground taken down--his per-
formance was rather limited in scope and lacked
originality.,

Of course everyone knew, from Mrs. Russell
to little Sarah Grimke (kiddie liberation repre-
sentative) to Mr. DuFay, that the issue was not
a [htle plot of land owned by a City sa large that
It probably had forgotten that it owned it,

The issues were Peoplé vs. Profit, Public Need
or Private Gain.

Several RENTERS made offers to talk, to
really talk, to the self-proclaimed PROPERTY
OWNERS. One man told them that they (the
RENTERS) were not ag fault for the American.

dream-gone-sour; it was the big land speculators
working with Cjty Hail to build for profit,
squeezing renters and, yes, small property ow-
ners, off their land, For, in reality, Mrs. Win-
ters doesn’t own her land any more than the
lowliest renters. The only people whao really
own land are the ones who can afford to pay
the ever=rising taxes, who can afford to sit on
their land watching it depreciate while
waiting for a master plan to make a large,
unholy killing, And, if these small “property
owners” think they are in the same league with
Silver Strand, Del Webb, John Radford or any
of the other biggies, they have a sad awakening.
Curtis Rossiter said he wanted to continue
Town Council-type meetings but that people
have to listen to ane another. And, because

the playground had been built without permiss-
ion, the chances of getting a permit seemed pre-
tty dim. How like the outraged, petty gods of
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397-9316
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Homer! And, indeed, Rossiter mﬁst‘hﬁ con-
sulted an aracle or divined fyom the entrails of a
Canal duck because, as it turned,out, he was
right,

What good does it do, pray tell, when the
people talk and listen ta one another but have
no power to act on their decisions? This is
what makes such good theater in community
hearings, when gut=level interests are at stake
and people know they are gaing to be ignored,
and the City Planners make their decisions
regardless of.the needs and wants of the resi-
dents with the omnipotent disdain of the Greek
Gods of Aeschylus,

For while the “public hearing’* was going on,
the Board of Public Works wheels had already
ground out a decision and rejected the How-
land Canal park on the grounds that the lot
was already zoned for residential, i.e., high-
rise, single, non-family apartments, But this
is only one episode in the long saga of the

Venice Community to retain its ideMtity.
The whole drama of Venice vs. the MONSTER

Master plan has a mythic, quality that ranks
with the great epics of Gilgamesh, Beawulf,
the Holy Grail, The Children’s Crusade,

the Long March, and Nat Turner's Revolt.

Seeing this on-going morality play is a must
for all theatre lovers. See it next when it appears
at any of the local meeting places, Or see the
really Big Show downtown at City Hall.

The people of the Canals have not closed the
curtain by any means, and the park is a reality.
They have further ﬂqns to upgrade their
community.,

The City has not given up hope of turking
Venice into Miami Beach West. The next show
ought to be a real spectacular. This reviewer
gives it a Four-Star rating.
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MEDICAL PLAN RIP-OFFS

Widespread dissatisfaction with pre-paid med-
ical groups, known as health maintenance organ-
izations, has led to the formation of the Los An-
geles County Health Rights Organization
(LACHRO). Its self-professed goal is “to improve
the delivery of health care services in pre-paid
pians and to end their exploitation of the poor.”
(These plans, PHP's as they are called, contract
with the State to deliver health care to welfate
recipients. They receive a set fee from the State
of around $20,00 per month per enrolles for
which they are supposed to answer all the health
needs of the member.)

Josephine Cobb, LACHRU Chairwoman, de-
scribed the organization's postion this way

~ We are not opposed to the concept of prepaid
health service programs. We believe they are an
efficient way to deliver more services per dof-
lar, and it is & promising way to assure adequate
levels of health care. But the government is 50
loose in its regulation of the plans that people
are being ripped off rather than helped.”

LACHRO has adopted a strateqy of waaging a

massive disenrollment campaign amang Medi-
Cal enrollees coupled with the demands that
each PHP adopt a8 minimum set of standards
on the quality of health care provided. Its aim
is to use the consumer boycott asa weapon 1o
farce each PHP to meet LACHRO's standards.

Good plans, according to LACHRO, would meet
minimum quality standard in these areas:

1. Give the potential enrallee full information
about the plan and abolish high-pressure and
often fraudulent enroliment procedures.

2 Provide nearby hospitals that offer a full
range of medical services instead of affiliation
with small hospitals offering only limited services.

3. Hire enough doctors to care for all the pat-
fents including adequate numbers of specialists.

4. Have fully-staffed emergency services
available to the enrollee reasonably close.

5. Provide transportation on a realistic basis
beyond emergency ambulance services.

6. Utilize pharmacies located nearby to recip-
tents’s homes.

7. Allow for a realistic way far the local com-
munity to participate in the decision-making of

the plan.
FOR THOSE DISSATISFIED WITH THEIR

PRE-PAID HEALTH WHO WANT THEIR MEDI-
CAL CARD BACK, LACHRO HAS DEVELOPED
A SIMPLE DISENROLLMENT PROCEDURE

FOR INFORMATION
CALL VERA DAVIS=399-7737, YOUR LOCAL
NEIGHBORHOOD ADULT PARTICIPATION
PROJECT (NAPP) OR WELFARE RIGHTS
ORGANIZATION (WRO) CHAPTER, OR CALL
JOSEPHINE COBE ar 582-8164 OR WARREN

HOW TO DISENROLL

SHAHIAN AT 583-6811. IN WEST LOS ANG—
ELES, CALL 399-7737, AL at LEGAL SERVICES~
392-4177. IN THE WHITTIER AREA, CALL
692-0236



HEY MOMMA

by Carol Fondiller

0.K, Momma: You're not married anymore; or
hubby skipped out; ar you never were married
and you've got some kids and you are Head of
Household, as it's so gquaintly put on the income
tax and welfare forms. But you are treated as an
irresponsible minor by friends, relatives, and
banks. You find it's harder to get a job because,
as you are told by that sweetly smiling employ-
ment counselor, "“If one of the children gets sick,
you wan’t come to work.” It's harder to get car
insurance hecause divorcees, widowed, or single
women with children are not as reliable as single
unhampered men{!?) You feel guilty because
sometimes you just hate those Kids. You feel lonely
because men either shy away form you or
manipulate the kids to get to you. You always
feel tired, 0.K., Momma, you're all alone.
Nobody else knows about the hassies of getting
kids off to school, of balancing a budget on a
woman's wage, of wanting ta give the kids qual-
ity care while you're away. You're all alone, right?
Wrang!!

Other women are in the same boat--and they
have start2d a monthly newspaper called MOMMA,
Sometimes just knowing that other people are in
the same fix helps. MOMMA is well written and,
though it deals with problems that sometimes
have no answer, it is common-sense, whimsical,
and optimistic. | don’t mean it's everything
will-turn-out-all-right-and-you'll-find-this-fantas-
tic, rich, sensitive, caring, charming man opti-
mism. | mean it says, “Look, you have a right
and a duty to leave the kids with someone while
you go out just to mess around.”” Some women
have set up schedules to take turns keeping a
seore of the |ittle darlings while the other Mommas
get adjusted to sitting down alone without the
feel of little clammy fingers tugging at their
skirts,

The slant of the newspaper is positive in that
it says wamen are human beings who are just as
human without men and do not need men to
reaffirm themselves as females. 11 is written

and published in Venice by single Mammas.
They deal with specific issues and problems, and
because they are an the lower rungs economi-
cally and socially (by that | mean 2 working or
welfare single momma, no matter what her tal-
gnts, intelligence, schooling or skills is not on
the same level as a single, unencumbered man who
never gets questioned about his plans for marriage
and is not otten asked why he doesn’nt have a
woman or man of his very own to support him,
gte.) Single mommas support themselves on in-
come from jobs that don't buy as much as the
‘same jobs for men, from alimony that can be
late or not forthcoming at all because Daddy is

in a huff-or from welfare, which is not well-
fare at all-and cock dinners, darn, clean, nurse,
discipline children, and feel starved for some
private place.

MOMMA is a womanly newspaper. |t says
you're all right even if you don"t like your own
children sometimes and et them Know that you
don’t. It -gives practical advice in 8 cozy, cogent,
UNParonizing m,anner.

1 did find fault in the first edition of the paper
in the way that the suthor{ess?) was ashamed

to be on welfare, The tone seemed to be, “The
neighbars shouldn’t know." The recipient
shouldn’t be ashamed to be on welfare, The
government should be ashamed of the measly sums
parcelled out in a stingy, grudging, patronizing,
way that is designed to keep people on the rolls,
while being generous, understanding, and sym-
pathetic to airlines, railways, and oil companies
who also get welfare. But when you're Big
Business, it's known as a subsidy.

In the second issue of MOMMA. the writer's
attitude seemed ta change to good, old fashioned,
soul-satisfying rage. Right an, Sister!

In its own quiet, nan-rhetoric way, MOMMA
is one of the most feminist publications | have
read,

MOMMA has a list of organizations that cover
everything from self-help clinics, conseiousness-
raising groups to N.O.W. | recommend this
magazine not only to single mommas but to
single, childless, married, oid, young, square,
straight, or gay wamen, Whether or not you want
or even like children, you'll relate to MOMMA,
because in dealing with specifics and getting
down 1o cases and coming up with practical
solutions ar ways to cope with the present,
insoluble problenis, it enable you to see the why
and wherfore of Women's Liberation and why
it is 50 needed,

The cost is 25 cents an issue, It is available at
The Venice Bookstore end Culture Palace, 1510
Pacific Avenue, Venice. The last time | checked
at The Culture Palace they were sold out of the
second issue. The third issue (February) should
be on the stands by the time the FREE VENICE
BEACHHEAD hits your apartment buifding,
your favorite rose bush, ar wherever our
intrepid distributors leave_ them off.

FREE SPIRIT SCHOOLS

by Daniele LeCroy

The Venice Community Playgroup

18 struggling for survival, living the
fate of illegal child care, according

to the current laws of Today:s
Society

When I wrote my first article

about the VCP in Septembar 72,

I was actively engaged in it as ”Lhe
Teacher”and as one of the mothers,
my own baby being the youngest of
the kids It wasat the time when we
were still looking for a place for it

to function, and when the Playgroup
had been in existence only for a
short time . This second article, on
the contrary, relates to its end in its
present bottom half of a private resi-
dence, with a large fenced yard. It has

been going on 5 days a week since Sept,
72. The VCP is located on Vietoria Ave,

which residence had been used in the
past by the Food Coop People. They
were busted by the City and Health
inspectors and moved away. As it is

a part of their routine to check a place
they have inspected once before every
three months, they came back one
morning to find instead of the Food
Coop, a Playgroup of children and
their parents.

At once, it triggered the authorities

f}‘om all corners of the Administra-
tion o come inspeect the building:

its electrical wiring, plumbing, ect...
People from the Playgroup had done
a trememdous job on reparing, buil-
ding, painting, installing a toilet, and
with the help of the Jah-Coop, put
electrical wiring where needeéd; They
even made the walls fire proof, All
this work did not meet the Safety
Regulations and a citation was sent
to the Landlady. She was told that
it was unlawful to have remolded

part _of her property. Indeed, it is
required by law that one's building

be inspected before permit is is-
sued by the City Building Autho-
rities to lel changes take place.

The other unlawful act was that her
propexrty was meant to be rented on-
ly to a single residence family,

She nearly lost her mind at all the
trouble she was getting into, and
decided to take her place back,
getting every body out of there.

The Venice Community Playgroup
holds regulay weekly meetings on
wednesday night and so much enthu-

siasm and energy waus generated Lo
preserve its exislence, that a lot
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ol professional people from diffe-
rent backgrounds weré invited to
come Lo the January 6 meeting.
Thus came :

two lawyers , two representatives
from Silverlake s Playgroup, one

reporter from the Times, one re-

porler from Lhe Evening Oullook,

Councilwomam Pat Russell with her
two co-workers. She actually was

fechted ai 11:00 pm by her Deputy-
field representative. The only person
missing was the landlady,

After much debat, a commitlee was
formed to meet with the landlady to
reassure her of Lhe support of the
Community. But, it didn’t make her
change her mind. She gave the VCP
a lease to leave her property by

April 30th

Pat Russel affirmed her support

to the VCP | and said that she was in
fact in favor of this type of "parent-
controlled™ child care, which she
hopes to see spread nationwide,

She is using the VCP as a test Case
for her fight in trying to change the
zouning law regulation, that restricts
child care centers to commercial
areas only,

Apart from ils political aspect and
ils recenl wide publicity through the
mass media : the TV gave them 5 mn
the Times and the Evening Outlook
carried an ariicle about Lheir struggle,
and so does the Beachhead now, the
Venice Community Playgroup remains
a human aflfair with ils own internal
life, regulaled by working mothers
dedicated to the welfare and develop-
ment of their children, Despiteevery
obstacle, the Playgroup expresses Lhe
need Lo gel together for a commun
purpose, to stand the closeness of
working wilh each other, to fry one

own ideas, to decide the values to be
transmitted to the children, The

group serves also as theraphy for its
members because special rap sessions
are provided [or sharing emotions and

experiences.
The single and married mothers on

Welfare of the VCP can'l afford to

put their children into regular Nurse-

ry Schools, neither could they put

them hefore the age of two, nor would
they have any control over the decision
making. A lot of them don’t find these
schools appealing any way. So, the Play-
group with its limited budget and faci-
lities is vital to Lhe Community,

Help the playgroup by calling 392-
Ra33

' The Classroomis an authoritarian.

: - S
environment. Teacher up front, and
rows of students, one alter another,
Do not lose your temper, fuck, kiss,
hug, get emononal or take off your

“clothex ™ -~ i, A W A

The class stmgglebegins in class.”
- Jerry Rubin,

Dear Friends,

The Venice Children's Community
Group is a child-centered learning

experience [or children who wish

to learn in a way thal is natural
for CHILDREN!
We leel that organic learning can

only take place when the child is
inwardly motivated in that a8 child
knows how HE feels, what HE
wanis Lo learn, and most impor-
tant when HE wants to learn. We
are concerned with the whole
child, not a narrow segment of his
intelligence. To encourage the
child’s natural curiosity, to freely
express his feelings about himsel{
and others in a safé way, and to
recognize his own unigueness and
individuality as a whole person is

of prime importance. We do not pro-

cess children on an assembly-line in
a subject-oriented, adult-dominated,
authoritarian, “traditional public"
mold, We have discovered as ex-pu-
blic school teachers now living in
an alternative culture thal children
must not be taught Lo blatently
accept soeciety's conditions and expe-
pectations in this lagt changing ma-
terialistie,inhumane world of ours,
We have seen adults who are vio-
lent an angry, and out of Llune

with themselves and unahble 1o
reach Lheir creative potentlials, be-
causethey have been programmed in
such a way. We have seen children
who are natural and spontaneous,
careflree and loving, thinking and
aware, sensilive and understanding,
and learning in their own way to
their heart:s content, hecause they
are psychologically free.

If you have children ages 4 -10, and
would like to become part of our fa-
mily group, we would like to hear
from you. Pleage call 392-0105
evenings and we can talk [urther.

Merlie Cuttrel and Marilyn Sitkoff



ASTROLOGY IN ANCIANT
EGYPTIAN INITIATION

The initiate into the Anciant

Egyptian Mysteries passed through

many harrowing trials designed to
impress his subconscious mind,
awakening him to greater aware-
ness of the truths obscured by

Nature's veil of matter.

As he approached the end of
the trials, his guides directed him
into a chamber of masters who
had gathered to judge his ability
in the use of astrology, known
to be the golden key to the
arcana of nature,

Presented with no more than
the time and place of birth of
some person known to all who
sat in judgement, but occult to
the initiate, he demonstrated his

gkill by erecting and deliniating a

chart of hirth, a horoscope, and
with it, relating the nature and
time of the major events of the

person’s life, He was expected fto
accurately poriray the personality

of the unknown party, denoting
the channels of activity through
which his life had expressed,

describing those areas of the sub-

ject’s life in which he finds for
tune, and those whice are unfor-
tunate.

By the time the aspiring adept
stood before his examiners , he
could demonstrate proficiency in
all seven hranches of astrology:

1. Natal Astrology: the relation-

ship between the celestial bod-
ies and an individual.

2. Astrological Bignatures: the
relationship between celestial
influences and all other things.

3. Mundane Astrology: the re-
Jlationship between celestial in-
fluences and groups of people,
eities, nations.

4, Horary Astrology: the use
of the horoscope as a means
of divination of the outcome
of ventures and the election
of times for initiating ven-
tures. —

5. Weather Predicfing: you
guessed it - the effeet of

astral wealher upon physical
weather,

6. Stellar Healing: celestial
influences as related to health
an disease,

7. Spiritual Asirology: the re-
lationship of celestial influen-
ces and the soul, including
astro-mythology and astro-
interpretation of sacred writ-
ings.

Fundamental to the initiate’s
mastery ol astrology was fam-
iliarity with four lactors:

1, The nature of expression
of each of the planets,

2. The characteristies of the
gsigns of the zodiac.

3. The significance of the
mundane houses of the horo-

scoge.

4. The significant relation-
ships that can exist between
planets- the aspects.

THE PLANETS

Because of its simplicity, its
easy marketability, sun-sign
astrology has gained popular
acceptance in today’s pariance.
When we call someone a Taurus
or a Scorpio, we use the lang-
uage of sun-sign astrology, at-
tributing to the person the
gualities of the zodiacal sign
occupied by the sun at the mo-
ment of his birth, This is cor
reect - as far as it goes.

Beside the sun, there are nine
other planets to consider., (For
convenience, the sun and moon
are called pianets, though tech-
nically they are not - the sun
being a star a little past mid-
dle age, and the moon, a living
satelite of Earth,)

Each of the planets occupy
some sign of the zodiac at the
moment of birth; so, each of
us have a Mars-sign, a Maon-
sign, a Jupiter-sign, and so on.
Ofien the Sun-sign is less im-
portent (less powerful) than
other signs. For example, if 2

erson has only the sun in

isces, and has five other

F!anets in Aquarjus, more of
1i8 energy expresses through
Aquarius than through Pisces.

It is not unusual ‘for the sun
to express much less energy
than other planels in the chart,

indicating the individual’s drive
for power, expressed hy the
sun, is of less significance than
the avenues of expression denot-
ed by the other planets.

Each of the planets exerts
its distinctive influence, modi-
fied by the sign it occupies
and by its spacial relationships
to the other planets.

Our own language offers an
infroduction to the nature of
several of the planets..,.

MARS

Roman god of war, fourth pla
net from the sun, Mars provides
the root of the word martial, re-
flecting the energetic and com-
bative influence of this planet
which expresses in human
thouﬁht as aggression, We name
for Mars the month of March;
and the romance languages give
him rulership over the third
day of the week. The metal
iron, the tone C, the color red
all belong to the Mars family
of vibrations. If Mars domi-
nates your horoscope, your
abundent energy flows inlo
creativity or destruction; and
strife is your eompanion. The
martial iniate into the Egyptian
Mysteries was admonished):
Remember,then, son of earth,
only God is absolute. Reflect
on the oaks that have defied
the ravages of time and have
finally been brought down after
a century of immunity, an

think that you too may be
brought low at the very mo-
ment of your great arrogance
by some unexpected blow.

SATURN

The word Satan derives from
Saturn, planetary ruller of fear
and selfishness, whose energies
stimulate cold, refleclive, inlro-
spective thoughts of safety and
security. “Saturnine’ is defined
by Webster as ‘*heavy, grave,
gloomy, dull”. These same

qualifies express as the color
blue, the metal lead, the tone
G, and as system and order.
Saturday is Saturn’s day. Ini-
tiates into the Egyptian Mys-
teries who had dominant Saturn
were given the following injunc-
tion:

Remember, then, son of earth,
that the most unprofitable thing
in the world is selfishness., Pride
and rebellion but enchain the
soul to lower spheres; but all
trials and misfortunes accepted
with resignation to supreme
will are an asccomplished pro~
gress bringing an eternal reward,
Cease to rely on your own
power and wisdom, and labor

to disengage yourself from pride
and selfishness, which but bind
you (o matler, mortality, and

evil Fate.

VENUS

At the oppeosite pole from
Qaturn stands Venus, soft and

smiling. ‘**Venus de Milo was
noted for her charms’, remem-
ber, old timer? Venus, clinging
and submissive: who else could
root the word “‘venereal’.,as in
the disease, but sociable and
loving Venus. In color, the gual-
ity of Venus expresses as yel-
low, in sound, as the tone E,|
and in the mineral kingdom

as copper. The romance langua-
ges give Venus rulership over

DISCOVERING THE OCCULT

the sixth day of the week, If
Venus dominates your birth
chart, vour mild mannered
ways incline you toward being
overly pliant; but your social
graces attract favor. Affection
is the gift you offer to those
around you. The Venus rulled
initiate was admonished:

Remember, then, son of earth,

that for the ordinary man, the
allurement of vice has a greater

fascination than the austere beau-

ty of virtue. If the two joaths
of Venus dominate your horo-
scope, take care of your resolu-
tions. Obstacles bar before you

the path you would persue. Con-

trary chances hover over you,
and your will wavers between
two resolutions. Indecision 18,

above all else, worse than a
bad choice, Advance or recede,
but do not hesitate; and know
that a chain of flowers is more
difficult to break than o chain
of iron.

MERCURY

Mercury, messenger of the gods in the
Roman pantheon, and nearest planet
to the sun, radiates an influence that
iz sharp, active, changeable and clever.
Ruler of the fourth day of the week,
Mercury expresses in-eolor as violet,
in sound as the tone, B, among the
metals as mercury, and in human
thought as intelligence. Just as “guick
silver’ is penetrative and easily scat-
tered, the individual with Lhe planel,
Mercury, prominent in his horoscope
exibits penetrating perception, and a
boundless euriosity that often leads to
restiessness and a scattering of his
energies. The Mercury ruled initiate
was instructed:

Remember, then, son of earth, that
man should, like God, act without
ceasing. To will nothing and to do
nothing is more fatal then to will

and to do ill. If the Magus, Mercury,
dominates your chart of birth, it an-
nounces that a firm will and faith in
yourself, guided by reason and a love
of justice will conduct you to the end
that you would attain, and will pre-
serve you [rom the peril of the way.

JUPITER

The largest of the planets, Jupiter, ex-

presses as abiundance and benevolence,

Ruling the fifth day of the week, jov-
ial Jupiter belongs to the vibratory
family of the color indigo, the tone A,
the metal, lin, and the religious urge
of man. The Jupiter ruled initiate
was instructed:

Remember, then, son of earth, that
before saying of @ man that he is for-
tunate or unfortunate, you must know
the use to which he has put his will :
for every man creates his life in the
image of his works. The genius

good is at vour right, and the genius

of evil is at your left. Their voice can
be heard only by the conscience, Re-
tire into the sanctuary of your heart,
listen to the voice of the silence and
guided by it you will reach the goal

of your aspirations.

URANUS

Uranus transmitis an influence of
originality, individuality, eccentricity,
and disruptive change. Its color cor-
respondant is dazzling white, and its
tone. the astral chimes. The Uranian
initiate was enjoined:

Remember, then, son of earth, that
for power you must will, that is will
strongly. you must dare, and to dare
with success , you should know how
to be silent unti! the momenlt of act-

ion. Know that to possess the rRey of
power you must learn to will persis-

tently only for what is good and lrue,
And in order to maintain yourself up
on the heights of life , should you
reach them, you must have learned to
sound with a look , and without dizzi
ness, thevastest deapths,

NEPTUNE

Transmitting an idealistic influence
often so vague as to be illusory, the
planet Neptune expresses in color as
irridescence, in tone as the music of
the spheres, and in the thought of
man as utopian urges. In the Egypiian
Mysteries, the neptunian initiate was
admonished by his guide:

Remember, then, son of earth, that
for power one must believe in one’s
ability. Advance with faith. To be-
come strong, impose silence on the
weakness of the heart. Study duty,

which is the rule of right, and practice
Jjustice as if you loved it

PLUTO

The forceful and compelling influence
transmitted by Pluto, god of the dead
in classical mythology, and remotest

planet from the sun, tends toward co-
ersion, and at its worst becomes inver-
sive, At ifs best it stimulates concern
and action for universal welfare, and

is then truly spiritual in its influence.
Ultra-red infra-red are its color expres-
sions, and, tonally, Pluto expresses as
either harmony or discord. The Phuto
nian initiate received the injunction:

Remember, then, son of earth, that
all things physical pass away; and be
fore the soul can pass into higher
realms, every debt to nature must be
paid to the utmost farthing. Impru-
dence threatens to encompass your
ruin, and you will be called upon t¢
pay for your folly unless you imme-
diately change youn ways: |

THE MOON

The moon, constantly changing in her
appearance, radiates an energy that
stimulates toward fluctuation, either
as adaptability or inconstancy.
Thoughts of a domestic nature, the
color, green, the tone, F, the metal,
silver, all belong to the vibratory fam-
ily of the moon. Monday is Moon
Day. If the moon dominates the birth

chart | that individual will be marked
by his impressionability - extreme
sensitivity to his surroundings - and
constant fluctuation of his moods.
The maon rulled inifiate was injunc-
ted in this manner:

Remember, then son of earth, that
all fortune is changeable, even that

which appears most stable. The ascen-
sion of the soul is the fruit that it
should draw from its successive trials.
Hope in suffering, but mistrust your-
self in prosperity, Fall not asleep,
either in idleness or forgetfulness, for
you have a mission to accomplish
which providence will reveal when you
You are prepared lo receive it,

THE SUN
The sun, invigorating, vitalizing, and
dignified, stimulates to thoughts of
power, expressing the urge for sig-
nificance either through rulership or
dictativeness. It expresses in ordinary
light as the color, orange, in sound,
as the tone, D, in the mineral king-
dom, as gold, and rules the first day
of the week., The sun rulled initiate
was admonished

Remember, then, son of earth, that
the light of the mysteries is a redoubt-
able fluid, put by nature at the ser-
vice of the will, She lights those who
know how to direct her: she strikes
down with a thunderbolt those who
inore her power or abuse it. Happi-
ness awaits you in domestic life if
you know how to strengithen the con-
jugal circle and guard iis sacredness

in the sanctuary of the heart.

hThz’s column reflecits the teachings
of the Brotherhood of Light. Text
books and free classes in astrology
and the Tarot are available to. the

public at the Church of Light, 659%
So. Saint Andrews Place, L. A. For

Lmore information, call 392-8586.

—



by Cody

Sydell calls it a month long acid trip. You know,
the kind of acid trip that is self revesling. And
about the time it starts getting really heavy, you
want to come down but can’t yet, and there’s no
alternative except to face what's happening and
maintain as best as possible. You see, we never
know for sure what exactly we're letting our-

selves in for until it actually happens...like a
rollercoaster ride, ya know (?), Anyway, we

only knew ahnut India from stories we heard
from other Premies {(Guru Maharaj Ji's name
for “lovers of God") who were with Maharaj Ji
last year. Stories about how heavenly and bliss-
ful it is to be there in a holy country with Guru
Maharaj Ji and the Holy Family (his mother
and three brothers}, and the thousands of In-
dian devotees and Mahatmas (Mahatma means
great soul or sainted being). Well, the company
was holy without a doubt and that part of India
we visited (New Delhi and Hardiwar) is very
lush and beautiful. The travel log part of the
trip lived up to reputation: holy temples
sparkling clean and white; Hardiwar, the very
holy city, located on the banks of the Ganges,
full of mysterious holy men and a cross section
of beautiful though poor people, mesmerized
by an ancient and ritualistic way of life, Then
there's the teeming city of Delhi which reminded
me a great deal of Chicago in size and style.
Probably every cultural way of living ever
adopted by the Indians during their entire
7,000 year history is available in Delhi. Amazing
new semi-skyscrapers with Southern California
style landscaping (biltboards advertising
“Jollygood Hollywood Luxury Apartments")
exactly next to huts belonging to nomads who
didn’t move fast enough to escape the speeding
advancement of the new materialistic, youth
oriented, modern India. But enough of the
travel log.

Describing the inner trip always seems so
difficuit due to my desire 10 be accurate in re-
fating the experience s0 10 avoid giving any
false impressions concerning Guru Maharaj Ji,
the Divine Light Mission, or myself. So, please
dear brothers and sisters, be patient as a parent
with a child who wants very much to express
himself but doesn’t have the faculties.

God is LOVE, and love is GOD. This love has

a form which resides within the light and is
too subtle to be experienced by the gross mind

or thought process. Guru Maharaj Ji reveals
this light and name to all people who sincerely

desire to know the essential nature of their
own being, who wish to know the absclute

truth which is beyond all thought and imagina-
tion. THE truth which is in fact the source of
all retative truth. The LIVING reality that is
living inside each one of us already, waiting to
be realized, to be discovered.

Isaac Newton did not invent gravity, he just
became aware of a phenomena caused by a

universal law of motion. The universal laws per-

form their duty silently, even without man’s
acknowledgement. We, all, continue to become
aware of the play of the universal Jaws through
the phenomena of daily life. And, as Mr.
Newton was stimulated to his awareness by an

THIRTY DAYS WITH
GURU IN INDIA

apple falling an his head, we are also, by virtue
of the pains of day to day living, stimulated to

growth through a greater understanding, This
process is called evolution by many peaple.

The thirty days we spent with Maharaj Ji in
India was full of chaos, confusion, sickness,
general physical and psychological discomfort;
not enough of anything we were used to
having. From 2,000 to 3,500 people (some
from every country in the world, it seemed)
crammed together over a six week period of
time on about eight acres of land (personal-
ities clashing everywhere; chips of ego flying
here and there), Diane, 8 friend of oors
commented, after hearing a more in depth
description, “It sounds like you went through
hell.”

But here’s the thing. In the Bhagavad Gita it

is written that “a warrior can never know his
own strength without an enemy.” You see,

all theories must be proven and put into the
practical, And so it is with God, or that which
is meant by the word G-0-D. The supreme
living experience of love, if, in fact, it is a
TRUE experience, if it is THE true exper-
ience, will remain steadfast and stand the test
of any situation, regardless of how difficult.
So how will we know when we have found

the truth? One test is to try it everywhere.
How will we know which key is the pass key?
It will be that key that fits every door without
exception. If we feel love only when times are
gond and easy, we are fools to believe we have
true love. True love is a feeling that is stronger
than hunger and the will to survive, for without
love there is no reason to SUTVIVE,

Well, thase thirty days were the most miserable
| have sver spent in my life, and |'ve seen my
share of misery. And through it all was a con-
stant and seeminagly ever ascending sense of
love. A strange kind of love | wasn't used to,
because it was a brand of love that was not
contingent upon anything. A steady, in-
creasingly brighter sense of love in my heart
that paved the way to a greater understanding
and tolerance tor myself and my own érrors
as well as those of my brothers and sisters.
We are all growing and gaining swiftly in the
knowiedge of the “Age of Aquarius,” of high
energy, and mostly of that energy which is the
highest of all...LOVE,

Guru Maharaj Ji has come to TEACH us how
to be perfect. That is why we call him “Per-
fect Master.” And the knowledge he gives us
i5 the personal and direct experience of

Divine Love that is within our hearts, And
then he says, “...live in this world and learn to
use this love for the sake of all mankind.”

Thirty days in India around so much love snd
at the same time so much discomfort and
agitation gave me an experience and an oppor-
tunity which has filled my heart abundantly
with joy and happiness that just seems to Keep
on coming on.

lemmbkbuaum
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DR. ZANE'S LOBOTOMY COLUMN

A Manthly Column of Advice on All
Subjects the Doctor Knows Absolutely
Nothing About

by Jim Zane

Dear Dr, Zane:
Is there anything you don’t know?
Wary

Dear Wary:
Nothing,

Dear Dr. Zane:
What is black and green, has four legs in the
marning, ten legs at night, fiies, and wears
glasses?

Know It All

Dear Know It All:
| give up. What?

Dear Dr. Zane: -

| am a History major at UCLA and ane of my
classes this quarter is American History. This
has me very worried hecause | know one of the
subjects we'll caver is “America as a melting
pot.” Since |'ve never understood that term, |
wonder if you could explain what it means.

Worried Student

Dear Worried Student:

The term “melting pot” is just another term for
ahsorption or assimilation. Ever since the first
European set foot an this continent, white
Americans have been assimilating various racial
and ethnic cultures into one mass culture. The
first culture that was assimilated was the Native
American or Indian culture, Such an excellent
joh was done of assimilating these people
through trickery, thievery, starvation, massacres,
and other effective measures that we hardly have
any Native Americans around today. Another
jroup that was almaost as thoroughly assimilated
into our melting pot was the Blacks. Enticed to
America from their home in Africa by offers of
steady employment, free transportation on the
fastest slave boats available, an excellent re-
tirement program that was years ahead of its
time, and/or knives placed against their throats,
these people became part of our melting pot
rapidly at first. The latest group our government
wants to add to the melting pot is the Asians.
This program started during the 1940’s when
Japanese-Americans were placed in concentra-
tion camps in California. The program was in-
tensified on August 6, 1945 with the A-Bomb-
ing of Hiroshima. Not wanting to leave out
other Asian nationalities, the U.S, has embarked
upon a program of assimilating the Vietnamess,
Laotians, Cambodians, and Thais to name just a
few during the last ten years. Thus, this is what
the term “melting pot” means in its truest

Serse.

Dear Dr. Zane:

I've recently heard that there's a man in Tibet
who can see with his teeth, | personally find it
hard to believe. Could you fill me in with more
details please?

Bewildered

Dear Bewildered:

There is a man in Tibet who can see with his
teeth, his eye teeth that is. This man hasa very
unusual way of reading a book—he eats it.
That’s where we get the expressions “digesting
a novel” and “book worm.” If it is a very
poorly written book, this man, who is also a
book critic, regurgitates the material immedi-
tely.

Dear Br Zanete e s
Are the people who write to you the same ones
who write to Dr. Hippoorates?

Curious
Dear Curious:
Not as far as | know since I've never written to
Or. Hippocratss,

Rl o W R

Dear Dr. Zane:
| think you are a pinko and a pervert.
A Good American

Dear Good American:
Thank you.

Dear Dr. Zane:
For some reason people hate me. | don’t under-
stand why. Let me make myself perfectly clear,
| am notan ungenkrous man, When George
Wallace was crippled by that dastardly deed, |
was one of the first people to send his wifs a
vibrator. Make no mistake about it, | am kind.
Yet peopie hate me, My wife won't sleep with
me. My daughter gave me a surf board for my
birthday—now what am | going to do with a
surf board?! My best friends talk unkindly about
me behind my back. Where did | go wrong?

R. Nixon

Dear R. Nixon:

Firstly, | don’t need to tell you what you should
do with that surf board. And secondly, it's not
you who made the mistake, It was your parents.
They should have taken more cold showers. S

Confidential to Inquisitive; In the end | only
can wonder, did Arthur Godfrey really have
cancer or was he merely trying to get our
sympathy?

Thousands upon thousands of letters are not

pouring in to Dr. Zane. This trend will probably

continue, So if there is something troubling you,

don’t write unless you want ta make a fool of a
yourself in print elong with Dr. Zane, Or. Zane

cannot be reached at P.0O. Box Camarillo at

any time with your guestions.



SPOCK AND

McGOVERN
SUPPORTERS

Since 1967, Californians believing
in the “new politics” in elections
have taken two roads---some organiz-
ing within the Democratic Party and
others starting a new party, the
Peace and Freedom Party. Liberal
Democrats and Peace and Freedom
people have unfortunately been com-
peting for the same constituency
and this has led to a great deal of
enmity between the two groups.

| believe the necessity for pro-
moting a party has caused people to
lose sight of the fact that, despite
the real differences between the
candidates, McGovern and Spock
activists are basically the same
kind of people divided over minor
differences in tactics. The results
of the 1972 Presidential election
should impress upon people that
left-leaning voters are definitely in
the minority. When you add the
fact that among left-wingers, many
do not believe in “werking within
the system” (i.e. electoral politics),
the conclusion can be drawn that
“new politic” Democrats and P and
Fers are not that much different, |
believe the possibilities. are great
for the new politics to grab some
REAL POLITICAL POWER, but
this power can be maximized anly
if we work together.

P and Fers who insist there are
no good Democrats are putting the
narrow interests of the Peace and
Freedom Party above the interests

of the struggle for social change in
this country. Democrats who sup-

port the Demaocrat Party for its own

bar
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sake should realize that it is still
the party of Hubbert Humphrey,
Henry Jackson and George Wallace,
and it is rapidly moving right.

The past few years have shown
that it is actually paossible to win
glecticns on a local level. There
have been victaries by Ron Dellums
and the April Coalition in Berkeley;
The Pegce and Freedom Party in
Cotati ? Sonoma County); the Human
Rights Party in Ann Arbor; the
Wiscansin Alliance Party in the area
of Madisan. These victories would '
not have been made possible with-
aut the support of people both in
and out of the Democratic Party.

Victory is not likely on the
National, State-wide or Los Angeles
County-wide levels, but it is possible
to significantly influence the election.
In the Marge Buckley for L.A. County
D.A. campaign, the support of left-
liberals and radicals (radiclibs) was
important enough for Bugliosi to
move far to the left in the primary,
and for both Busch and Bugliosi to
seek Buckley's endorsement after
the primary. | BELIEVE OUR POWER
COULD BE MAXIMIZED IF THERE
EXISTED A GROUPING NOT TIED
TO ANY POLITICAL PARTY WHICH
COULD REWARD GOOD DEMOCRATS
WITH A SUPPLY OF WARM BODIES
BUT PUNISH BAD DEMOCRATS BY
TRANSFERING THESE WARM
BODIES TO A RADICAL CAN—
DIDATE (P and F, La Raza, or
Independent),

Precedents have already been set for
a working refationship between P and

'The President and | are happy to announce that the Justice Department has broken
the vicious network monopoly over TV programing, Stay tuned for an hour of martial
music followed by a stirring two-hour discussion by the Secretary of Agriculture’

F and former McGovern supporters.
Many Democratic clubs supported
Buckley over Bugliosi in the D.A.'S
race. McGovern offices supported

P and F candidate Toni Novak Sutley

“over Democrat Randolph Collier in

the 1st State Senate District race In
northern California. P and F er Len
Evans in effect withdrew from the
60th Assembly District race in favor
of Democrat Roger Diamond. (Evans
asked Diamond to file the suit tak-
ing Evans off the Ballot).

We should not be concerned that
P and Fer Ben Perrick polled more
than the difference between Cathy
0'Neill and Robert Stevens in the
25th State Senate District race.
0'Neill was not a good candidate--
in parts of the district she presented
herself as very much of a moderate
and gathered a great deal of Republi-
can support. Those who hlame
0’Neill’s defeat on P and Fers are
scapegoating at best and merely

serving the Democratic Party at worst.

The P and F candidate is usually
invisible--money and media coverage
is hard to obtain, even for an active
candidate. People vote for and
against the Democrat, without know-
ing much about the P and F can-
didate. Both Tim Burrill in the
63rd Assembly District and Anita
Stephens in the 46th Assembly Dis-
trict pulled 4% of the vote without
a campaign, while Jack Hampton
polled only 2% of the vote with a
fairly active campaign in the 28th
Congressional District where
liberal Mike Shapirgswas running.
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discoun! prices.
original only $3.29.

or recycled paper,

100% RECYCLED PAPER,

formerly more expensive,

is now available for many.

printing |abs at ourregulor,

open rr;.‘tl %ﬁ The Goody Well
Suf: ' O ga'r.[y Funk and Junk

1520 W. WASHINGTON

100 copies of your letter-size
1000 for $9.50, Regular
black or colored ink! Same
day service on most jobs in by 2 PM. Open &
days. Business cards black or blue on white just

FENICE Py

P and F at present makes a dif-
ference only in close races and
those are relatively few. For P and
F to decline to run a candidate in
the 37th Congressional District
would have been a mere gesture,
since either Yvonne Brathwaite or
Billy Mills would have won handily.
But in a potentially close race, P
and F and McGovern people could
agree to throw all their support
to either a radical candidate, or a
good Demaocratic candidate.

But what to do between elections?
Power lies in organization and
organization falls apart if not used.
The old McGovern forces would
be wise to follow the exampie of
P and F by engaging in community
organizing between elections
P and Fers have already been work-
ing together with Democrats in
initiative petition drives such as
those for the Clean Environment
Act (Proposition 9) and the Calif-
ornia Marijuana Initiative (Propasi-
tion 19) We have worked to-
gether in Peace Groups and in Sup-
porting Farmwaorkers so what is
keeping us from creating 8 formal
coalition? Why recreate an organlza-
tion for each campangn" We can't,
get so involved in our orgamzatiuns
that we forget that both the Demio-
crats and Peace and Freedom Parties
are merely tools for a higher end--
the remaking of America. |If
interested, please contact me:

Miltton Takei, Member

Pand F L.A, County Comm.
220 S. Venice Boulevard
Venice, CA 30291

213/823-6552
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$6.75/1000 (1 week service.) 10%

o off on rubber
stomps. Phone 396-6551 or stop in to save!

1639 W. Washingion Blvd., near Venice Blvd.

NOT TOO FAR OUT SHOP

USED BRIC-A-BRAC - 0DDS & ENDS

l* PHOTOGRAPHY

TIN (STEEL) CANS
ALUMINUM (FLATTENED)

WESTSIDE
ENVIRONMENTAL
CENTER

2021 S. BARRINGTON AVE.

478-3429

A VOLUNTEER GROUP
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DARK ROOM RENTAL
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DOWN AT THE MADWOMAN SHIRT
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JOB INFO CENTER
316 Lincoln— 392-4811

VENICE LIBRARY
610 California Ave, 821-1769
M—F 1—9 pm, Sat 9: 30 am— 1 pm

FAMILY PLANNING CENTER
1501 Pacific Ave (at Market)
EX2-4147

BENJAMIN RUSH CENTER
Help for your head— 392-490.5'

HITCHHIKERS
9314357

VIETNAM VETS AGAINST THE WAR
734-2136

UCLA DENTAL CLINIC
392-4125

ALCOHOLISM SERVICE CENTER
NAPP Community Center
1101 W. Wasn
1101 W. Washington Blvd.
Venice, Ca, 90291

Hours: Mon-Wed-Fri - 5 PM

VENICE COMMUNITY MEDICAL
CENTER

826 Hampton Drive
Venice, Ca,, 90291

call 392-7722
Cancer test for men and women FREE
OF CHARGE
Examenes de Cancer para hombres y
mujeres SON GRATIS

Wednesday (Niercoles) 2.5 PM
Friday (Viernes) 1-5 PM'

RECYCLING

Westside Environmental Center
Behind the Co-op Market

2021 Barrington Ave, West L.A.
478-3429 Open 7 day/wk, 24 hrs

BLACKS
1. American Youth Academy

447 UTneoIn'BY; 3022736
2. NAPP
1101 W, Washington BI, 399-7737

COMMUNITY BOOKSTORE
Midnight Special Bookstore
1335% W, Washington Bl
Tu—=Th 12-9, Fri—Sun 12-6
‘Closed Mon. 392-7412

B s =SS = =¥ S

COMMUNITY

SERVIGES

“

STRUNG OUT? WORRIED ABOUT A
DRUG PROBLEM? DONT KNOW
WHERE TO GO?

MAYBE WE CAN HELP YOU

Venice Drug Clinic

1806 Lincoin Bivd.
Venice- 392-4114

8 AM-9:30 PM MON-FRI

-Rap sessions, therapy groups and
individual counseling for users, X-users,
parents...

-Medications for taking the edge off
kicking...

-Referrals to other programs ( hospitals,
kick pads, halfway houses, methadone
maintenance list...)

24-HOUR DRUGEMERGENCY

Beginning on a Mon-Fri. basis PRC
(preventional referral counseling) has
established a 24 hour a day medical
evaluatory service for O.D.%s, bad trips
and the like

NO COPS......

NO HASSLE......
For information or emergency call
392-5745 24 hours a day.
Due to lack of money, people, etc. this
service is only offered MON - FRI to
begin with.

PRC

605 6th Ave,

Venice, Ca.

L.A.West Fiction Writers Assoc.
Tuesday evenings. Barry D'Lott
HO.4-5161 or p.o.box 244, Culver
City 90230.

YOUTH CLINIC

806 Venice Bl. Medical help: 4: 30— 10 pm
also draft counseliing, group therapy

DRAFT COUNSELLING

1. Valley Peace Center, 7105 Hayven-
hurst, Van Nuys— 787-6925

2. Papa Bach Bookstore
11317 Santa Monica Bl, West LA

Dial: GRUBERG. MTuWF, 7: 15 pm

LEGAL AID

1. NAPP, 1101 W. Washington BI,
MTWB&: 30—-9 pm, 389-7737

2. 1607 Pacific Ave (upstairs)—
392-4177. M—F 9: 30 am to 3: 30 pm

WELFARE & FOOD STAMPS
1. 11390 W. Olympic Bl, 478-5511
2. Welfare Rights, RE2-8122, 731-5095

WOMEN’S CENTER

218 S. Venice Bl— 8234774
ABORTION REFFERAL
036-7466 823-4774

PET PRIDE (FOR CATS)
459-1703

FOOD CONSPIRACY
For information, call 392-6870

LIKE THE BEACHHEAD MAILED cHICANOS

TO YOU? JUST MAKE A CON-
TRIBUTION— $5.00, OR WHAT-
EVER YOU CAN AFFORD:?
CHECKS PAYABLE TO “BEACH-
HEAD” MAIL C/O MILTON
TAKEI, 220 S. VENICE BL,
VENICE 90291.

1. Community Service Organization (CSO)
B823-9254

2. La Causa Youth Center
531 Indiana, Mon—Fri
392-5361, 392-1616

FREE VENICE
226 San Juan 396-6876

PEACE AND FREEDOM PARTY POLITICS CONFERENCE

The Peace and Freedom Party is

T —. e P e i,

mail to Lew McCammon 4309 Glen

having a politics conference the week- albyn Dr, LA 90065. Include name,

end of February 17-18-19, at the LA

Convention Center, Rm. 202, 12th
and Figueroa. Speakers will be Ben-
jamin Spock; John T. Williams, anti-
war Teamsters leader; Gay Libera-

—————— e e
MEETING OF NEIGHBORHQOD
TOWN COUNCIL

tionist Morris Kight; Raul Ruiz of
La Raza Unida Party, Louise Mon-
aco, former Eldridge Cleaver cam-

An important meeting for everyone
who lives or owns property in Venice
in the area bounded by Ocean Front
Walk, Main Street/Strongs Avenue,
Venice Blvd., and the Santa Monica
City line will be held on Thursday,
February 8, 1973, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Israel Leven Center, 201 Ocean Front

Walk, Venice(Ozone at OFWB
Pat Russell our C1ty Councilwoman,

will attend the meetmg The purpose
of the meeting is to organizé a Neigh-
borhood Council and to select repre-

sentatives to the Venice Town Council.

The Councils will give us an oppor-
tunity to learn about the issues that
face us in Venice and a chance to com-
municate with ane anotherand decide
what to do about the decisions that
are going to be made at City Hall.
Hope to see you there.

KVe

CAREFULLY!

Planned Parenthood

One square oot per person s nol enough!

paign manager.

There will be a discussion on ““Why
we are working within P&F and what
direction we feel it should take” plus
Men and Women's caucuses. Panels
will feature Gay Community activists;
Men and Women's Liberation acti-
vists; Black, Chicano, Asian-American
and Native American Community
activists; working people’s oppression
and liberation activists.

The conference is open to non-P&Fe
but there is a limit of 300 people, so
sign up early, There is a five-dollar
charge, plus a thirty minute child care
requirement. Make checks payable to
the Peace and Freedom Party and

address and phone number, If you

to out-of-town people, call McCammon Center,

at 223-2552. Registration for this area
will take place at a house pariy Friday
night at 226 San Juan, Venice, or at
the conference site Saturday morning.

GAY LIBERATION

Westside Gay Community Center
1829 Stanford Ave, Santa Monica
828-2444 or 392-3324

COMMUNITY PLANNER
Community Design Center
1101 W. Washington Bl
392-4525

VENICE HEALTH COUNCIL
1306 W. Washington Bl
392-57562

CO-OP TRUCK

Ever needed to borrow a truck?
you probably borrowed a friend’s
truck. The hangup is that if a com-
mercially licensed vehicle is owned
by an individual, it can be insured
only for people listed with the in-
surance company,and of course, your
friend pays all the repair bills.

Free Venice has purchased a truck
that is now owned by a corporation
so it can be insured for anyone dri-
ving it. It is a cooperative truck, so
the groups and individuals using it
all help pay for it. We have been
charging one or two dollars per trip,
(plus gas) or some monthly payment
arrangement.

The truck is a 3/4-ton stake bed
with a lift gate. To borrow it, call
Don or Milton at 823-6552 (VC-FOLK-2).

VENICE POETRY WORKSHOP

Every Wednesday at 8 pm, form-
erly 8: 30, at the Venice Poetry
Warkshop, poets read and discuss
their works. The workshop is open
to the public, and is free of charge.
It is held at the Beyond Baroque
Center, 1639 W. Washington Bl, Ven-
ice, Ca 90291, (213) 396-6551

FAMILY LAW AND DIVORCE CLASS
need child care, or can supply housing Fe}h, 3. 11:00 a.m. Westside Women's

218 Venice Blvd.(Southside).

Attorney provides forms. Requested
donation $10.00.

OAKWOOD SUES DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND POWER

On January 10, the ACLU of Southern Cal-
ifornia filed a class action suit for an injunction
in Santa Monica Superior Court against the De-
partment of Water and Power. Venice attorney
David Blumberg and ACLU staff counsel John
0'Loughlin are representing Mr. and Mes.
Robert Castille and 9,000 ather residents of
Venice, California in a class action to prevent

r- the Department of Water and Power's current
policy of discrimination and a claim for in ex-
cess of $11 million paid for services never re-
ceived by the residents of the Oakwood section
of Venice and for emotional and physical dam-
ages due to the refusal of the Department to
supply service.

F ) o.WMmt | The suit claims that since December 28, 1968
e and continuing in slightly altered form since
d\.i.ﬂ,tbxzm _OC v W T pe 7 December 7, 1972, the Department of Water

INTRODU

SUPERFLY CREATIONS

442 Lincoln
GOOD THINGS FOR TH

Ubas T

TV's Welcome: Also Leather ltems

Pipes, Incenses, Bottoms & Tops, Posters

Overstock CLEARANCE Sale at Cost and even Below!

Long Cotton Embroidered Dresses
Short Cotton Embroidered and Beaded

Phone 399-0132

103 Rose Avenue at Pacific Avenue

and Power has arbitrarily refused to provide
“smergency night service” to customers in the
area called "“0Oakwood” {a black and Chicano,
area) while providing such service to other cus
tomers in the city of Los Angeles. As a result
of this discriminatory policy on the part of the
Department, the claimants have been afforded
8 substantially lesser gquality of service than
consumers of DWP's electric power in all other
areasof LA,

This has resulted in various families having to
go without electric power whenever an electrical
failure due to some problem at the DWP occurred
after working ohours. Whereas people in other
areas in L.A, received emergency service at night,
citizens in this area were denied such service.

For further information, call 399-7775

>
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By Rick Davidson

During the past four years people

~ have questioned Free Venice's fight
- to Save the Canals: to few people

live there; many of the residents

T4 are not poor or minority; let them

INTERESTED IN THE BEACH-
HEAD? WANT TO' CRITISIZE?
WANT TO GET INVOLVED?
COME TO THE BEACHHEAD

10: 30 AM, 763 SUNSET AV
IPHONE 392-8586

OPEN MEETING— SAT, FEB 10,

ALTER-EGO

htEUTER-SPM
CLINIC ]
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By Joanne Curtis
and Joan Peeples

This man doesn’t feel the need
to equate his manhood with his
male cat's sexual prowess. He is
sophisticated enough to know that
it is ridiculous to place anthropo-
morphic connotations on the sex
life of his pet. He knows that
because he lives in an overpopulated
megalopolis that is is MANDATORY
to neuter his male. The cat will be
more content to stay home and
the owner will never have to smell
the male cat’s “spray” in his home.

The neutered male is no longer
interested in cat fights and there
will not be the risk of his death in
the streets. There will also be a
reduction of the chance of finding
him poisoned or the chance of
finding him injured by children or
irate neighbaors.

But most important is the fact
that the neutered male will no
longer be responsilbe for sharing in
the reproduction of 20 MILLION
cats that are gassed annually in the
decompression chambers which are
reminders of the horror of Nazi
Germany.

Unaltered cats and dogs can only
be the result of twao things:
ignorance or just flagrant lack of
gonecern for the welfare of animals.

have the Canals— consolidate north
of Venice Bl, etc. It has been Free
Venice’s opinion that the major
battlegrounds in Venice’s struggale
against City Hall have been as
follows:

1. The Freeway— now defeated;

2. The Canal Project— a natural

extention of the Marina high-rent-

The long-debated zoning changes
being contemplated once again for
the Venice beach area by the City
of Los Angeles were stalled by the

inaction of the City’s illustrious Plan-

ning Commission at the Commission
hearing Jan 11 downtown. The blind
charge led by Commission ‘‘President”
Edward Meir postponed a motion
initiating basic proceedings with regard

to the proposed zoning changes.

The proposal, which comes from
the staff of the City Planning De-
partment (the Department staff is
the group of city planners who
actually have some idea what they're
doing, as opposed to the Commis-
sion and the City Council, who
don't, but who pass judgment on
anything the Department proposes)
suggests moderate down-zoning in
the North Beach Area of Venice.
The changes, in general, alter the
current unlimited high-rise, high-
density beachfront zones 10 zones
which would for all practical pur-
poses limit residential buiidings to
about three stories. Commercial
uses would be limited to small
stores, offices, restaurants, except
in a couple of specifically-named
places.

Despite the fact that the Roll-
back is an issue which has been
before the Commission before (in
a different form), and despite the
fact that the Planning Dept. has had
many months to prepare a thorough
report and solicit public input from
Venice, Commissioner Meir managed
te convince his fellow Commission-
ers that the matter required more
study before any action was taken.
He also sent up a8 smoke screen
which implied that any immediate
vote taken on the matter would be
the final judgment, and not the move
to initiate public hearings it really
was. Meir had the matter rescheduled
for a Jan 25 hearing, which hadn’t
taken place as of this writing.

The unnecassary postponement of
the initiation of proceedings was
a direct affront to the many Ven-
etians and several community tr
groups who have been working hard
to at least make the Planning Com-
missiomy hold public hearings on
zoning. The Venice Community De-
sign Center, the local planning of-
fice, had worked closely with the
Planning Dept. to prepare the re-
port which was taken so lightly
by Mr. Meir. Its director, Ken Nor-
wood, commented that he’s heard
Meir's double-talk before and ex-
pressed disappointment at the rest
of the Commissions continued wil-
lingness to put up with it.

The North Beach Residents and
Property Owners and LOVE in
Venice, two north beach citizen’s
groups formed in 1971 and 1972,
respectively, to do battle over the
issues of high-density development

WHY THE CANALS? =
~ WHY VENICE?

plastic developrnent,;

3. The Venice Community Plan—
the overall master’s plan for the
“final solution™;

4. The Ocean Front— site of the
future Miami Beach of the West
Coast, high-rise hotel, delux com-
mercial development;

5. The General Street improvements—
designed to serve the future Miami
Beach development;

6. The Zoning Roll backs — Oak-
wood, Northbeach, industrial—de-
signed to force the poor out due
ta-increased taxes, rents, eto.

e VENICE ZONING ROLL BACK

and zoning, were both represented
at the hearing. These groups, both
of whom have had trouble sustain-
ing member participation due to the
apparent futility of these batties, got
another object lesson on activism on
the eleventh,

The main problem with stopping de-
velopers from converting Venice into
their idea of Ft. Lauderdale is that
it requires more than “rap sessions”
and laying down in front of bulldo-
zers, Even safeguards like the Friends
of Mammoth court decision {which
ordered that Environmental Impact
statements be filed on all potentially
damaging projects, public and private)
and Prop. 20 can be sabotaged, as r
recent events have shown. And the
bureaucratic hassles involved with
their enforcement may allow a lot
of violators to get away with their
plans to overdevelop ocean-frent land
no matter what. The dizzying: number
of implications, legal, economic and s
so forth, have scared off people,
That's the only reasonable conclusion
to make: one would much rather
avoid the alternative conclusion that
Venice residents don't care whether
rich land-speculators run them out
of their homes by surrounding or
replacing them with high-cost housing.

The big question is whether enough
public might can be mounted in any
way to stymie development. It is
generally conceded that Venice is
going to be developed to some ex-
tent, and there’s to legal method
to stop it totally. But if nothing is
done, Venice will be turned into a
high-rise, high-rent’ eommunity against
even the better judgment of the city
planners who will probably allow it
anyway. The city government accepts
the fact that there isn’t enough ve-
hicular access to Venice as it is, nor
enough parking (and, given pollution
problems, little excuse for creating
more facilities for autos), and power
companies are talking about 1978
as a reasonable guess as to when
power blackouts will become a fact
of life in Los Angeles. Plus, L.A.
county is losing population by the
thousands every year. Many high-
cost housing developments already
have a healthy percentage of va-
cancies (contrasted with the over-
crowding of lowcost housing). All
these things point toward inhibiting
further over-development, but so far
the powers-that-be are listening only
to the Moneymen who are looking
for short-term profits on the way
to destroying Los Angeles and mak-
ing it uniiveable,

There is probably something many
Venetians can do about this problem
beyond sitting around being cynical
about it. If you don‘t want to do
anything about it, don't complain
when you have to leave Venice to
make way for Marina Del Rey-north.

~T. Widener

Where do we stand today? The
City Council passed the Venice Com-
munity Plan only to find that, as
the community had been telling them,
its details don’t work— the design
is too poor even to serve the rich.

It is being restudiéd. As to the Ven-
ice Canal Project, it's dead, at least
dying a slow death in the courts.
But the city must do something. It
can‘t ignore the canals for another
fifty years. If the community doesn’t
act, then we will once again have to
accept what the city offers without
an alternative. The question is: are
they still a valid battleground? Free
Venice .believes that they are for

the following reasons:

1. They are symbolic of Venice's

struggle and we have won some

important victories there;

2. If lost, nine hundred people

would be displaced— those relocating

in Venice would tend to displace
economically less fortunate residents;

3. A private waterway project would

raise rents to a new high in Venice, .

$500/$600 a month;

4. The Canal Project would compie-

ment and help speed the Ocean

Front and Central Development

(Miami Beach style).

So What do we do? Free Venice
offers three alternative plans at this
time:

A. A Renewal Area Agency— a

State law giving the community

the chance to design and buiid

for and by the people;

B. Design Alternative No. 1— (pre-

sented to the Council June, 1971)

Last year we suggested the design

approach and ran a cost estimate

based on the following concept: the

Canals are desirable, but they do

not have to be opened to the ocean

there is no need for a new bridge
at Washington Street over Grand

Canal! no need for widening or

deepening; no need to relocate the

sewer: no need to acquire right-
of-‘way; no need for bulkheads of

a major structural nature.

Construction cost $2.742,253
Cost increase for
past few years 30% 822,706

Construct. contingencies

15% 548,513
Design, plans, etc. 10% 420,527
Incidentals 10% 462,529
Bond discount 360,000

The City's own construction cost
figures are used here. Costs total
$5,356,678 compared with the
City's 25,000,000.

C. Design Alternative No., 2— based
on the same general design concept
as above, but also conceived as a
total community project as follows:
The entire Canal Project from deso
design to final construction would
be adopted as a job training project
as well as 8 project to rebuild the
Canals and sidewalks
Phase | would be an educational
or training period. Job training would
grow out of the actual needs of the
construction planned. This would be
developed on a job flow chart show
ing all the jobs, how long each would
b® needed, time of training, etc;,
Phase |l would be the design of
the project; Phase IIl would be
the actual construction period.
There is no reason why a person
couldn’t learn more than one
job during the life of the pro-
ject. The project is seen as a
long range community re-hab
project— housing, child-care cen-
ters, clinics, etc. could be incluced.
Free Venice's basic concept has
always been: Community Control
of Community Affairs. Anyone in-
terested in our plans please contact
us at 226 San Juan, or call 396-6876



